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The position of his brother made Mr. Chamberlain's
own position one of some delicacy. It would scarcely
have been possible, even if he had so desired, for
him to have played a part in the movement for
dissociation from the Coalition, which was gathering
strength in the Conservative Party. At the end
of 1921 an additional cause of dissatisfaction among
Conservatives was forthcoming in the signing of
the Irish Treaty, which many of them considered
to be a violation of the spirit of their undertakings
to Ulster. The disputes which ensued on account of
this and other matters in the early months of 1922
made it apparent that the future of the Coalition
was speculative. It succeeded however in lasting
through the summer until the prospects of the
country being involved in a war with Turkey on
account of the Chanak episode less than four years
after the conclusion of the War to end War, was more
than the majority of rank-and-file Conservatives
could stand. They had grown weary of the Coalition,
and lacked confidence in its policy and in the guidance
of its Leader. In this they were reflecting the attitude
of the bulk of their fellow countrymen who had
come to the same conclusion. But before the country
could be asked to give judgment as to the future
governance of the country, it was necessary for the
Conservative Party to retire from the Coalition. The
decision to retire from the Coalition was arrived at
by the famous Carlton Club Meeting, held in October
1922. At this meeting the Coalition Conservatives
endeavoured to defend their position, but the sense
of the meeting ran strongly against them. The ring-
leaders of the revolt against the Coalition and Mr.
Lloyd George were Mr. Bonar Law, former Leader
of the Party and at that time temporarily better in
health, and Mr. Stanley Baldwin, who had been
President of the Board of Trade for about a year but
was at that time very little known to the public at